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moves in this country if I m not the one moving it. I want that to be clear!" - PinochetFor much of the 20th
century, South American governments in large part lived under a system of military junta governments. The
mixture of indigenous peoples, foreign settlers and European colonial superpowers produced cultural and
social imbalances into which military forces intervened as a stabilizing influence. The proactive personalities of
military heads and the rigid structures of such a hierarchy guaranteed the "strong man" commanding oIicer
an abiding presence in the form of executive dictator. Such leaders oJen bore the more collaborative title of
"President," but the reality was, in most cases, identical. Likewise, the gap between rich and poor was oJen
vast, and a disappearance of the middle class fed a frequent urge for revolution, reenergizing the militarys
intent to stop it. With no stabilizing center, the ideologies most prevalent in such conflicts alternated between a
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