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The visitor to the composing department of a printing office finds a number of operatives engaged upon a
process that is, apparently, extremely monotonous and fatiguing. Standing before a pair of shallow wooden
trays, known as cases, inclined desk-like, the compositor holds in his left hand what is called a composing--stick
a little iron or brass frame, one side of which is movable, so that it may be adjusted to the required width of the
page or column which the workman has to set up. The copy from which he works rests on the least-used part of
the upper case. The practised compositor takes in several words at a glance provided the author writes an
intelligible hand, which virtue is by no means universal. One by one, then, the compositor puts the letters of
each word and sentence into his stick, securing each letter with the thumb of his left hand, which is, therefore
continually travelling from the beginning to the end of the line. His right hand goes as by instinct to the box
which he requires, but his eye is read- to accompany its movements, and to see that the types arc placed in
proper position. His left hand and the stick it holds follow his right hand all over the case, almost to the most
distant boxes, a great saving oi time being obtained by having the stick close to the lifting hand, and ready for
the type to be dropped into it. When he...
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