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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: . north - eastern promontories, for the first landing-place of
Asiatics upon our shores. The recess which is marked upon the map with an X and which is now called the Gulf
of Tunis was designed in every way to arrest these merchants and to afford them opportunities for their future
dominion. They had sounded along the littoral of the desert: they were acquainted with the harbours which led
them westward along the Libyan beach and with the little territories which were besieged all round by the sand
and drew their life from the sea: where later were to rise Cyrene and Berenice and Leptis. They had seen the
mirage all along that hot coast, and bare sandhills shimmering above shallow roadsteads: they had felt round
the lesser Syrtis for water and a landing-place and had found none, when the shore-line turned abruptly east
and north before them. It showed first the rank grass of a steppe; it grew more and more fertile as they
advanced: at last, as they rounded the Hermann promontory, they opened a bay, the mountainous arms of
which broke the Levanter and whose aspect immediately invited them to beach their keels. It stands at the
narrow passage between the eastern and the western basins of the Mediterranean; and the western basin had
not as yet been visited (it would seem) by men capable of developing its wealth. This bay upon which the
Tyrians landed was sheltered and deep: there...
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