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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****, In FY2014, there was a sharp increase in the number of unaccompanied alien children (UAC)
traveling to the United States. U.S. authorities apprehended more than 68,500 unaccompanied minors at the
U.S. border in FY2014, 75 of whom came from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras-the northern triangle of
Central America. This unexpected surge of children strained U.S. government resources and created a complex
crisis with humanitarian implications for the United States and the international community. Although the flow
of unaccompanied minors has slowed since peaking in June 2014, experts warn that it will likely accelerate
again in the future unless policy makers in the countries of origin and the international community take steps
to address the poor socioeconomic and security conditions driving Central Americans to leave their homes. The
2014 crisis led to renewed focus on Central America, a region with which the United States historically has
shared close political, economic, and cultural ties. The United States currently engages with Central American
countries through a variety of mechanisms, including the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States
Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR) and several foreign assistance programs. Over the past year, the Obama
Administration has sought closer cooperation with Central American governments to dissuade children from
making the journey to the United States, target smuggling networks, and repatriate unauthorized migrants.
Asserting that the FY2014 surge in unaccompanied minors was a reminder that the security and prosperity of
Central America are inextricably linked to our own, the Administration has requested $1 billion in foreign
assistance for the region in FY2016. These funds would be used to implement a new U.S. Strategy for
Engagement in Central America, a whole-of-government approach designed to increase economic opportunity,
reduce extreme violence, and...
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