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N. Y: A Descriptive Review There are few business men who find either time or inclination for the study of
National Histories, and those are still more rare who discover an interest in the chronicles of any locality other
than than that in which their energies center. On the other hand none can be be found who are indifferent to
such facts in relation to any important community as shall more clearly convey an idea of its industries and
resources, why it prospers and developes in certain directions, and what claims it has to commercial
distinction. For such this work was designed, and to such it is dedicated. Intended especially to convey
information concerning Rochester to those unfamiliar with its chacteristics, this work will probably contain little
not already patent to every intelligent dweller in this city, but will excite attention, and will prove most useful the
farther it circulates from the subject of its theme. To the present, therefore, more than to the past, we devote
this sketch; our business is with living men and their daily occupations, enterprises and successes, what they are
doing for themselves and others in commerce, trade, manufactures, finance, or by individual talent in the arts,
sciences and professions. To the past, however, we are not oblivious; and if only for the sake of comparison
there are some salient points of historic interest relating to Rochester that should be in possession of every well-
informed reader. It is so short a period since the site upon which Rochester now stands was a fever-infected,
musk-rat infested wilderness, that many now living are capable of writing from...
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