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The Sassafras Silt Loam While there is considerable variation in the yields produced, owing to more or less
efficient management, it is naturally an excellent soil for general farming. Tillage Requirements. It is apparent
from the textural characteristics of the Sassafras silt loam, from its level to gently undulating surface
topography, and from the classes of crops best suited for production upon this soil that the equipment required
for its most economical tillage will differ very materially from the equipment to be used upon such other
Coastal Plain soils as the Norfolk fine sand or sandy loam, which are more easily worked and are not so
universally planted to the general farm crops. The Sassafras silt loam should be plowed to a depth of 8 or 9
inches, and if the natural soil is not so deep as this the depth should be gradually increased from year to year. It
would be practically impossible to secure such adequate tillage of the type with light weight one-horse or one-
mule outfits, which are perfectly adequate for the handling of such soils as the Norfolk sandy loam or fine
sandy loam, or others of that class. Economy in the conduct of tillage operations demands that at least two-
horse teams where each animal will weigh from 1,300 to 1,500 pounds should be used, and the most
economical working of land of this class would justify the four-horse hitch, which is used to special advantage
upon the heavy general farming soils, such as the limestone soils of Maryland and Pennsylvania and the prairie
soils of the Central States. For the...
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